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1. Plan your design

Before you start cutting and gluing, spend
some time planning your design. Sketch out
the pattern and consider the color
combinations and materials you want to use.
This will help you visualize the final result and
make more informed decisions during the
process.

2. Choose contrasting
materials

To create visually striking designs, select materials that offer a stark contrast
in color, grain pattern, or texture. This will make the segments stand out and
enhance the overall appearance of the pen.

3. Accurate measurements

Precise measurements are crucial for achieving clean and tight-fitting
segments. Use a reliable caliper or ruler to measure the dimensions of each
segment accurately. Consistency in size will ensure a seamless final product.

4. Use a miter sled or jig

A miter sled or jig is a handy tool that helps
you make precise angled cuts on the pen
blanks. It ensures that the segments fit
together snugly when glued. Invest in or
create a miter sled that suits your needs and
use it to make accurate and repeatable cuts.

5. Pay attention to grain
direction

If you're using wood as one of your materials, consider the grain direction
when cutting the segments. Aligning the grain patterns across the segments
can create a more visually appealing result. Experiment with different
orientations to achieve the desired effect.
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Essential Tips for
Segmenting

Blanks

technique used to create visually

interesting designs by combining different layers of
materials and colours. Here are some top tips and
tricks for segmenting pen blanks:

6. Experiment

Explore various patterns, shapes and sizes to
add uniqueness to your designs. Mixing
different sizes and shapes can create dynamic
patterns.

7. Prepare the surfaces

Before gluing the segments together, ensure
that the mating surfaces are clean and free
from debris. Sand the edges of each segment
to ensure they are smooth and flat. A clean and
well-prepared surface will help create stronger
bonds during the gluing process.

8. Use quality adhesive

Choose a strong adhesive suitable for the
materials you are using. Epoxy, cyanoacrylate
(super glue), or specialized woodworking glues
are commonly used for segmenting pen blanks.
Follow the manufacturer's instructions for
proper application and curing times.

9. Clamp securely

Apply even pressure on the segments when
gluing them together. Use clamps or specialized
pen blank gluing jigs to ensure a tight and
secure bond. Remove excess glue immediately
to prevent it from interfering with the final
finish.

10. Precision turning

Once the blank is glued and cured, mount it
securely on the lathe and turn it carefully. Take
light cuts and check your progress frequently
to achieve the desired shape. Avoid applying
excessive pressure, which could cause the
segments to shift or the glue joints to fail.
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